
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A fact finding report on 

Farmer Suicides in the Delta Region of 

Tamil Nadu 

 

Jan 25, 2013 

 

 

S. Kannaiyan 

Jayaram Venkatesan 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

Introduction 

The study has been initiated in the backdrop of the agrarian crisis that the Cauvery delta region has 

been facing over the last few months. Reports have been coming in the media regularly on crop 

failure due to water shortage, farmers demanding compensation and that some farmers have taken 

their lives due to crop failure. The farmer suicides have become a controversial subject over the past 

month with the member of parliament of the state ruling party denying in the floor of the parliament  

that there are suicides happening due to failure of crops ( 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dmk-aiadmk-members-clash-in-lok-sabha-over-farmer-

suicides/article4222911.ece ). The opposition and media on the other hand have been claiming that 

there were at least 13 farm suicides in the delta region. Hence we felt that there is a pressing need for 

an impartial and urgent study into the matter. The study is based on visiting all families in the 

districts of Tiruvarur and Nagapattinam who were reported to have committed suicide. The study 

team had detailed conversations with the families and some of the fellow villagers. While there have 

been inaccuracies in the suicides reported over the last 2 months, the study clearly concludes that 

agriculture related suicides and deaths have been happening in the delta region and water shortage, 

crop failure has played an important/ major role in most of these deaths. The Government should 

seriously take up the issue and the first step is to accept that there are farmers who have taken the 

extreme step due to fear of crop failure and set up a process for identifying and providing suitable 

relief for their families. 

  

Agriculture in the Cauvery Delta 

  

India is going through an agrarian crisis and the farmers who have been involved in one of the most 

meaningful livelihoods on earth are struggling to make ends meet. The Cauvery delta was once a 

place of prosperity but have been facing many challenges now. The last 2 seasons have seen severe 

problems in agriculture with insufficient water due to truant monsoons and Cauvery water sharing 

issues. Most farmers in the delta region did not cultivate the Kuruvai crop as there was no water but 

had cultivated paddy in samba (current season) with the hope that water would be available through 

the season. A number of farmers in the region we spoke to went in for the direct paddy sowing as 

there was delay in arrival of canal water and since the direct paddy sowing allows the crop to survive 

for 20 to 30 days with little or no water. But when the crops were young, rains and Cyclone Nilam 

destroyed the crops and a lot of farmers had to resow again. Most farmers are completely dependent 

on the Cauvery water for irrigation and the crop is again going through a stress as rivers and canals 

have started drying up after the stoppage of water release. While farmers in the low lying areas have 

managed to save their crop, the study team was able to witness upland fields of many farmers that 

have started drying up in Tiruvarur and Nagapattinam. Other form of irrigation such as borewell is 

also not possible for many farmers as the underground water is salty. 

 

 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dmk-aiadmk-members-clash-in-lok-sabha-over-farmer-suicides/article4222911.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dmk-aiadmk-members-clash-in-lok-sabha-over-farmer-suicides/article4222911.ece
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Study Process 

The study involved collection of list of farmers from different newspapers who were reported to 

have committed suicide. Newspaper and media reports claimed that there were a total of 13 farmers 

who have committed suicide over the last 2 months in the Delta and surrounding districts of Tamil 

Nadu out of which 7 were from Tiruvarur and Nagapattinam districts. The study team visited all the 

7 farmer families in Tiruvarur and Nagapattinam districts over 2 days. The team spent anywhere 

between 1 to 2 hours at each of these villages talking mainly to the family members of the farmer on 

the circumstances and reasons for their death. The team also collected any available evidences such 

as the FIR copy in a few cases. The study team also enquired with a few fellow villagers on the 

details of the death. The following table provides the list of farmers that have appeared in the 

newspapers over the last 2 months.  

 
S No 

 
District 

 
Block/ Village 

 
Farmer Name 

Visited by Team 
(Yes/ No) 

1 Nagapattinam Keelayur 
Koorathangudi 

Raajangam Yes 
 

2 Nagapattinam Magizhi Selvaraj Yes 

3 Nagapattinam Narimanam Samiappan Yes 

4 Nagapattinam Pranthiangarai Idumpayyan Yes 

5 Tiruvarur Kudavasal 
Abivirutheeswaram 

Sridhar Yes 
 

6 Tiruvarur Andankarai Abdul Rahim Yes 

7 Tiruvarur Kudavasal 
Kadambangudi 

Sakthivel Yes 

8 Pudukottai Karakathikottai Rangasami No 

9 Pudukottai Avudayarkoil 
Valathakadu 

Karupiah No 

10 Pudukottai Aranthangi Nagudi Kalimuthu No 

11 Pudukottai Aranthangi Kikudi Amma Jockey Chinnaya No 

12 Pudukottai Keeranur Nariapatti Saravanan No 

13 Cuddalore Kattumannarkoil 
IdayarVauvallThoppu 

Vaithiyanathaswamy No 
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Narration Report 

We present the details as reported by the family and fellow villagers. The details of their background 

and the circumstances that led to the death help us understand the issues better. We present it in the 

order that we visited. 

Raajangam 

The study team spoke to Devika, wife of Raajangam, panchayat president and to a few people at the 

local tea shop.  

Raajangam aged about 35 years was living with his wife Devika 

(aged 28 years) and two children Manoj (6 years) and Viswa (4 

years) in Koorathangudi village of Keelayur panchayat, 

Nagapattinam district. Raajangam has 2 brothers and 2 sisters. His 

elder brother who has a son and a daughter passed away a few 

years back. From then on, Raajangam has been taking care of his 

brother’s children as well. He has been educating all 4 children 

through his income in agriculture and other labour work. 

Raajangam’s father Thangavel owned 2.5 acres of land in total and 

after his death, Raajangam has been earning his livelihood by doing 

agriculture on this land. Apart from it, he has also been doing share 

cropping (Kuthagai) on another 3.5 acres of temple land for which 

he pays 20 bags of paddy at the end of the season. He has been 

cultivating paddy over the last ten years and also owns 2 cows 

Raajangam’s field is irrigated through canal water. 

Raajangam first did direct paddy sowing around august 

like his fellow villagers due to delay in arrival of Cauvery 

canal water. Within a month, the crop got destroyed due 

to the heavy rains and then he decided to put up the 

nursery for paddy again. The rains offered hope and the 

arrival of canal water made it possible to transplant the 

paddy. During this time, Raajangam has been pledging 

his wife’s jewel one by one between August and 

November 2012 for amounts such as Rs 5720, Rs 6500, 

Rs 5110, Rs 5110, Rs 20450, Rs 6132 and Rs1035 totaling to Rs 50,057 for crop cultivation. Apart 

from this he also has a pending loan of Rs 18000 with a local private money lending agency for 

which he had to repay Rs 200 every day at almost 60% interest per annum.  

By November, the water in the canal started drying up and he wasn’t able to irrigate his fields 

anymore. Raajangam was in a very worried state and ate very little. He started using oil engine to 

draw the water from the nearby temple pond. The oil engine also got repaired and when he didn’t 

Devika, wife of Raajangam 

Raajangam’s House 
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have any more resource to save his standing crop, Raajangam took the extreme step of consuming 

pesticide at around 9.30 pm on Nov 24th, 2012. He was taken to the Tiruvarur Medical College 

Hospital and was declared dead around 11.30 pm. The FIR (a copy of which is with the study team) 

also states that he was worried to see his failing crop and hence drank pesticide. When enquired if 

there were other disputes, Devika stated that there were no other family disputes and even the small 

fights they used to have now and then were related to pledging jewel for crop cultivation. Devika is 

shattered and is very worried about the future of her children as well as Raajangam brother’s 

children. She has never worked before and is not sure what to do to repay existing loans and sustain 

her family. So far, Devika has got Rs 50000 from DMK, Rs 25000 from DMDK and Rs 10000 from 

Cauvery Rights Protection Committee as relief. But she needs a lot more support both monetarily 

and also in terms of a job. She is looking up to the government for a bigger support to rebuild her 

life. 

On the way back, a few people at the local tea shop reconfirmed the details. The Cauvery Rights 

Protection Sangam had also enquired Raajangam’s death in detail and reconfirmed it. 

Selvaraj 

The study team spoke to Selvaraj’s wife, son and brother about the details. 

Selvaraj aged about 45 years was a dalit farmer from Magizhi village of 

Nagapattinam district. He is survived by wife Poopathy (also 45 years 

old) and three sons who are all married. Selvaraj and his wife lived 

along with their youngest son Suresh and daughter in law. Selvaraj 

owns 1 acre of land and used to do share cropping on another 1 acre 

of land. Suresh used to work at Tirupur as ironing master and got 

married to Muthulakshmi in May 2012. Selvaraj has been the main 

person looking into agriculture and therefore his wife and son do not 

have a good knowledge about the amount of loans that Selvaraj has taken from others. They are 

aware that he had taken around Rs 30000 from private individuals and Rs 6000 from self help group 

in the village. Selvaraj’s brother Soundarrajan said that so far they have come to know around Rs 

40000 of loan but it could be more. The loan amounts 

taken were mainly for buying the 1 acre land which he did 

a few months back and also for cultivating the crop in the 

current samba season. He has also pledged the documents 

of the land for loan.  

Suresh, son of Selvaraj who have been working in Tirupur 

has been finding it tough to get jobs offlate as the 

industries in Tirupur are cutting down people and closing 

down shops due to the severe power shortage issue. 

Selvaraj and his family mainly depended on the samba crop to repay the debts as well as for the 

family’s everyday survival. 

Selvaraj 

Selvaraj’s wife Poopathy and her house 
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Just like Raajangam, Selvaraj also first did direct paddy sowing in his 2 acres and it got destroyed 

after the Cyclone Nilam. He then put up the nursery and there wasn’t enough water for the nursery. 

The nursery land dried without water and the seedlings started to wither away. Selvaraj was very 

upset over the crop failure and was always thinking about it. He wasn’t even able to pay the interest 

on the amount taken as loan. On November 29, 2012, unable to bear the crop loss, Selvaraj hanged 

himself in his field. While the study team wasn’t able to get the FIR copy during the visit, Selvaraj’s 

brother Soundarrajan informed the study team later over phone that the FIR mentions that Selvaraj 

was worried due to crop failure and hanged himself in the field. When the team enquired about 

other family disputes, Selvaraj’s wife said that there was no other family dispute. She also recalled 

how her husband was very worried about the crop and sat in the corner of their house without 

talking to anyone before going to the field to take the extreme step on November 29. 

The family has so far got Rs 50000 from DMK and Rs 25000 from DMDK as relief.  The family is 

looking forward to the government to help them out with a suitable relief.  

Samiappan 

The report of Samiappan’s death is based on information given by his wife, son and daughter and a 

couple of fellow villagers. 

Samiappan aged about 56 years was a dalit farmer who owned 1.5 acres of land in Narimanam 

village of Nagapattinam district. Samiappan has been practicing agriculture over the past several 

decades. He is survived by his wife Pichai, 3 sons (Jayashankar, Sivakumar and Bakthavatchalam) 

and 6 daughters (Pakkiammal, Nilavathy, Velammal, Manjula, Madhavi and Kannagi). All of them 

are married and lives nearby either in the same village or neighbouring villages. Samiappan had 

borrowed around Rs 50000 from his daughters Kannagi 

and Manjula.  According to his son, part of this loan was 

taken for a marriage expense earlier and part of this 

(around Rs 20000 to 25000) was taken for crop 

cultivation this season. The farmer was hoping to repay 

some part of the debt from the paddy crop on his 1.5 

acres of land. He had also not paid the weeding cost to 

the agricultural labourers in his village this season. 

Samiappan was upset recently that he is not able to 

irrigate his field with the level of water going down in the 

canal. Samiappan went to the field to irrigate his 70 day standing crop on December 21, 2012 and 

since he was unable to irrigate he just sat there looking at the dried land and failing crop. Suddenly 

he had a heart attack and died in the field itself. According to the family, the local Tahsildhar also 

came to the field and noted down the reasons. 

When enquired if there was any family dispute, Samiappan’s wife and daughter confirmed that there 

was a family dispute a few months back and that had upset him. His daughter Kannagi said that this 

had happened a few months back and he had already overcome from it. She also added that he was 

Samiappan’s wife and son 
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recently upset mainly because of the lack of water for the crop and how to repay the debts. While 

Samiappan’s death is not a case of suicide as claimed by few newspapers and media, it seems that the 

farmer was in distress due to agriculture before the heart attack. So far the family has got Rs 25000 

as relief from DMDK and is hoping that the government would provide more relief for their family. 

Abdul Rahim 

Report on Abdul Rahim’s suicide is based on information from his 2 sons Mohammed Maideen and 

Shahul Hameed and two of his fellow villagers. 

Abdul Rahim aged about 55 years was a farmer from Andankarai village of Tiruvarur district. He 

owns 1 acre of land and has been doing farming for the past few decades. He is survived by his wife 

Salamath Begum (aged 45) and 4 sons Saeed Abdair, Mohammed Maideen, Shahul Hameed and 

Mohammed Nasurudeen. Abdul Rahim was very attached to agriculture and would prefer to spend a 

lot of time in the field than home. Apart from this, he would also go for working as a butcher 

occasionally. He also used to sell soups just outside his house to make a living which he closed after 

not doing well. His elder son Saeed Abdair lives in Tanjore with his family and works as a painter. 

Mohammed Maideen, second son of Abdul Rahim got married just a month back. He was in 

Malaysia until recently working as a waiter/ server. He recounted how he was cheated by the agent 

and his work in Malaysia over 3 years did not yield any savings 

inspite of working under tough conditions. He came back 

after his employer handed over the passport to him after 3 

years. After coming back from Malaysia this year, his parents 

decided to get him married. Mohammed Maideen got married 

about 2 months back and Maideen had borrowed about Rs 1 

lakh for his marriage but had managed to settle most of the 

loan through his wife’s jewel. His younger brother Shahul 

Hameed got married around 1.5 years back and used to work 

as a JCB (earth moving machine) driver. He has not gone for work over the last 3 months as well as 

he had an injury in his leg and has been recovering from it. Abdul Rahim’s last son Mohammed 

Nasurudeen is studying 8th standard in a local school.   

Abdul Rahim had borrowed around Rs 30000 to Rs 40000 in total from others for cultivating his 

crop and running his family. Abdul Rahim was a worried man and with no income over the last few 

months to his family, he was worried about repaying the debts. Abdul Rahim was hopeful that the 

samba crop will provide some relief for the family to repay part of his debt as well as some income 

to survive over the next few months. However, as the water level came down and with no water, he 

had been continuously complaining to his family that the land is drying and stopped eating regularly 

at home. He was asking his sons to arrange some money for hiring oil engine to water his crop. 

However his sons were not able to arrange as they were already indebted. Unable to save his failing 

crop, Abdul Rahim hanged himself in his field on December 8, 2012 around 11 Am. The FIR and 

postmortem report also confirms his suicide (copy with study team) but no reasons were mentioned. 

A fellow villager named Vijayakumar also gave us a similar account. When we enquired with Shahul 

Abdul Rahim’s house 
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Hameed that loss from 1 acre is much less compared to his debt, Shahul Hameed said “Debts keep 

accumulating. He was thinking that atleast income from this paddy would provide some relief. 

Secondly, my father is a person who is attached emotionally to farming as it is the regular source of 

food and hence he wasn’t able to watch the crop failing”. 

On our way back, we contacted the Sub Inspector of Alathambadi police station over phone to 

enquire about the details of the death. The police told over phone that their enquiry had also 

concluded that both the family debt as well as the crop failure were the main reasons and has been 

entered in the record. So far the family has got a relief of Rs 50000 from DMK and Rs 25000 from 

DMDK and are hoping that the government would provide relief for them. 

Idumpayyan 

Report on Idumpayyan’s death is based on the details provided by his wife and three of his fellow 

villagers. 

Idumpayyan was a dalit farmer aged around 60 from Pranthiangarai village of Nagapattinam district. 

He is survived by his wife, 2 sons and a daughter. Idumpayyan and his wife do not own any land but 

have taken 3 acres of land in the neighbouring panchanathikulam village for share cropping and has 

been cultivating paddy for the last 6 years. His elder son Ganapathy 

is physically challenged and hence is not able to work. He got his 

daughter married around a year back. Jagadeesan who is their 

youngest son does labour work and helps the family in farming. 

Idumpayyan had been an active dedicated social worker and was  a 

member of Communist Party of India (Marxist). He was the branch 

secretary of the party locally and was also a part of Vivasaya 

Thozhilalar Sanga Ondriya Kuzhu (Farmer labour union). His wife 

has been the main person taking care of the agriculture and 

Idumpayyan goes to the field whenever he finds time. His fellow 

villagers describe him as a person who has worked more for the 

village than his family. The main worry for the family is that they 

have an outstanding loan of around Rs 20000 that was taken for his 

daughter’s marriage. Idumpayyan and his wife was hoping that they could pay off the loan from the 

income of the samba season. 

As the water levels in the canal started going down, 

Idumpayyan and his wife found it tough to irrigate their 

field. On Dec 26, 2012, Idumpayyan went to his field to 

irrigate the land but the crops by then had already 

started drying and there wasn’t enough water in the 

canal as well. Idumpayyan had a heart attack around 

1.30 pm in the field and a boy who saw him informed 

his family immediately. His family took him to the 

Idumpayyan’s wife 

Idumpayyan’s House 
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Tiruvarur medical college hospital but he passed away around 10 pm. His wife when asked about the 

reasons said that he was mainly worried about repaying the debt and was hoping to do it from the 

returns on the crop.     

Idumpayyan’s death is similar to Samiappan and this is also not a suicide as some media reports 

suggested. But his main worries remained about failing crop and the money borrowed for his 

daughter’s marriage. The family has not got any support from anyone so far and is hoping for some 

relief both from the government as well as the Communist Party of India (Marxist) for whom he has 

worked a lot. 

Sridhar 

Report on Sridhar’s death is based on the details provided by Sridhar’s parents and elder brother. 

Sridhar was a young Dalit farmer aged around 33 from Abivirutheeswaram village of Koradachery, 

Kudavasal Taluk, Tiruvarur district. Sridhar got married around 6 years back and is survived by his 

wife and 1.5 year old son. Sridhar’s family and his elder brother’s family lived together along with 

their parents. Sridhar’s elder brother works as a driver. The family doesn’t own any land but Sridhar 

took 5 acres of land on lease and was cultivating paddy for the past 

few years. Sridhar had taken a loan of Rs 45000 for taking the land 

on lease this year and apart from it he had also taken other loans for 

cultivating the paddy crop. His total loan outstanding is anywhere 

between Rs 1 to 1.5 lakhs according to his family. Agriculture 

through these leased lands have been the main source of livelihood 

for the family and Sridhar was worried that he might not be able to 

repay his loan. On Nov 30, Sridhar left home around 8 am 

informing his mother that the crops have dried and he will return 

late in the evening after irrigating the fields. However around 4 pm, 

while he was going on a small bridge near his field, he fell off from the cycle and his head hit a steel 

rod and fell into the nearby canal. He passed away even before reaching the hospital.  

It seems to the study team that Sridhar has met with an accident near the field. His parents suggest 

that he was not eating well for the last one week before his death as he was upset that he wasn’t able 

to irrigate his field. Sridhar’s parents feel that he was very disturbed about this and hence might have 

slipped. They haven’t got any relief so far and his parents are hoping that the government would 

provide some relief for the accident that happened near the farm. The FIR also states that he fell 

into the water while going on a cycle on the bund near his farm. 

 

 

 

 

Sridhar 
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Sakthivel 

Report on Sakthivel’s death is based on details provided by Sakthivel’s sister and his cousins. 

Sakthivel was a 31 year old farmer from Kadambangudi village of 

Kudavasal Taluk, Tiruvarur district. Sakthivel’s father and mother passed 

away years back and he has been the main bread earner of the family. 

Sakthivel was physically challenged and walked with a bit of difficulty. 

Sakthivel was not married and is survived by his younger sister Divya and 

younger brother Dinesh. Sakthivel owned around 3 acres of land and had 

finished post graduation (M.A). Since he wasn’t able to get a suitable job, 

he started doing agriculture around 6 years back and also started working as a load man in the Tamil 

Nadu Procurement Center in the village which is set up by the government to procure paddy from 

farmers directly. Sakthivel has got outstanding loans of upto Rs 1 lakh taken mainly for the 

agriculture crop last year and this year. He has pledged some jewels and got money from Citi Union 

bank and also from other private money lenders for cultivating paddy. He also got his sister engaged 

around December 10, 2012 and was planning for the marriage around April 2013.  

Sakthivel’s field does not have a direct path from the canal 

and water would reach his field only after his neighbouring 

field is filled with water. But with water levels in the canal 

less than usual, water didn’t reach his field and he was 

upset to see his crop drying. Also, the procurement center 

that usually opens around December 15th did not open as 

the season got delayed. Sakthivel worried about his 

agriculture debt, sister’s marriage and drying of his 90 day 

crop decided to take away his life and consumed pesticide 

on 22nd of December 2012.     

The whole burden has now shifted to Dinesh aged 25, Sakthivel’s younger brother who has been 

working hard to save the crop now. With more help coming from his neighbouring farmers after 

Sakthivel’s death, Dinesh has been able to keep the crop alive. But Dinesh is now put up with a huge 

burden of settling such a big loan as well as to get his sister married in the next few months. The 

family desperately needs help and so far has got a relief of Rs 25000 from DMDK alone. Again, 

their cousins and sister are hoping that the Chief Minister would provide the much needed relief for 

their family.   

 

 

 

 

Sakthivel 

Sakthivel’s house 
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Observations 

S 
No 

Farmer Name 
(Age) 

Land 
owned/ 
leased 

Total Debt 
Amount/ 
Reason 

Nature of 
Death 

Date of 
Death 

 
Reasons for Death 

1 Raajangam (35) Own – 
2.5 acres 

 
Crop 

sharing – 
3.5 acres 

Around Rs 
70000 mainly 

for farm 
expense 

Suicide by 
consuming 
pesticide 

24/11/2012 Crop failure, crop debt 
& inability to use oil 
engine for irrigating  

2 Selvaraj (45) Own – 1 
acre 

 
Crop 

Sharing – 
1 acre 

Rs 36000 for 
buying land and 
farm expense. 
Expense could 
be more as the 
family is not 
aware of all 
loans taken 

Suicide by 
hanging 

29/11/2012 Crop failure & inability 
to repay loans taken 
for buying land and 
cultivating paddy. 

3 Samiappan (56) Own – 
1.5 acres 

Around Rs 
50000 to Rs 
60000 for 
marriage 

expense and 
crop cultivation 

Heart 
Attack 

21/12/2012 Heart attack on seeing 
crop failing and 

inability to repay debt. 

4 Abdul Rahim 
(55) 

Own – 1 
acre 

Around Rs 
30000 to 40000 

for crop 
cultivation and 
family expense. 

Son also 
borrowed more 
than a lakh for 

marriage 
expense.  

Suicide by 
hanging 

8/12/2012 Upset over inability to 
hire oil engine for 
saving drying crop 

5 Idumpayyan 
(60) 

No own 
land. 
Crop 

Sharing: 
3 acres 

Around Rs 
20000 mainly 
for daughter’s 

marriage 

Heart 
Attack 

26/12/2012 Heart attack in the 
field looking at failing 

crop  

6 Sridhar (33) No own 
land. 

Lease – 5 
acres 

Around Rs 1.5 
lakhs taken for 
land leasing and 

paddy 
cultivation 

Accident 30/11/2012 Accident near his field 
as he slipped from 

cycle and fell into the 
canal 
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7  Sakthivel (31) Own 
land – 3 

acres 

Around Rs 1 
lakh mainly for 

paddy 
cultivation over 

last 2 years 

Suicide by 
consuming 
pesticide 

22/12/2012 Upset over drying crop 
and fear of inability to 

clear existing 
agriculture debt and 

raise further resources 
to get his sister 

married. 

 

The narration above provides a detailed picture of each farmer’s background and the circumstances 

in which they died. From the narrations, the study team has made out the following observations 

1. There are farmer suicides happening in the delta districts and very clearly distress in 

agriculture is a major/ important reason for all suicides. 4 out of the 7 farmers visited had 

committed suicide and an important reason behind all these suicides were lack of enough 

water and their fear of inability to save the standing crop. It seems that farmers who had 

committed suicide thought that they have run out of all options and lost hope to lead a life 

with dignity. 

2. Two farmers had a heart attack and not suicide as claimed by some media sources. However, 

their families have cited that they were in a state of distress due to non availability of water 

and failing crop before their heart attack. One died of an accident but his loss has put his 

family in deep agriculture debt. 

3. For farmers who committed suicides such as Raajangam and Selvaraj, it was a double loss. 

Initially their direct paddy sowing got destroyed due to heavy rains and Cyclone Nilam and 

then the second crop again failed due to non availability of water. Hence their expenses were 

more than usual but they haven’t been compensated for either.  

4. 3 of the 7 farmers (Raajangam, Sridhar and Sakthivel) who died were under 35 years of age. 

5. All the farmers who have died were small, marginal and landless farmers and required the 

most support. 2 out of these 7 farmers have leased land/ cultivated on share cropping apart 

from own land and another 2 of the 7 do not own any land but only does share cropping. 

Also 4 out of the 7 were Dalit farmers. 

6. In most of the places we visited, portable oil engines were in heavy demand and hence hiring 

and diesel cost for oil engine costed Rs 200 per hour. The farmers have to spend around 8 

hours to irrigate one acre of land for one time. This means a cost of anywhere between Rs 

1500 to Rs 2000 for rent and diesel to irrigate one acre of land once. Atleast 2 of the above 

farmers who committed suicide, Raajangam and Abdul Rahim were upset that they couldn’t 

afford to use oil engines to pump out water. 

7. Even after doing agriculture for years and in some cases decades, these farmers did not have 

any savings to raise their crop without taking loans. Atleast 6 of the 7 farmers have 

borrowed from others to raise their crop. 

8. 6 out of these 7 farmers have borrowed money from private money lenders at an interest 

rate of anywhere between 24 % to 60% per annum. 
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9. The Government of Tamil Nadu has set up a high level committee under the head of the 

Finance Minister. The committee assessed the crop loss aspects and met farmers and their 

representatives in the delta region which was welcomed by most farmers in the region that 

the study team spoke to. However, they did not visit the families of farmers who died and so 

some of these families were disappointed and sad that neither the committee / other 

Government representatives visited them even after 1 to 2 months of the farmer’s demise. 

10. Apart from the Government, the other local associations and media also did not report the 

deaths in an unbiased/impartial manner. However, they also played an active role in bringing 

this issue to the forefront. 

11. The opposition parties DMK and DMDK have offered relief to some of the families.  

12. All the families we spoke to told us that they are looking up to the Chief Minister and State 

Government for providing them with suitable relief. 

 

Recommendations 

The study team has made an attempt to bring out the circumstances and reasons as narrated by the 

family members and nearby villagers and have tried our best to understand the reasons of these 

deaths. The study team could visibly confirm after the visit that agriculture issues have played a 

major/ important role in most of these 7 deaths. The study team has carried this out with utmost 

sincerity and truthfulness and based on the observations, the following recommendations are made 

for the government. 

1. The state government seems to be in denial that such deaths are happening due to 

agriculture issues. We sincerely appeal to the state government to accept and understand that 

some of these farmers have taken the extreme step due to farm related issues and formulate 

suitable relief and rehabilitation measures. 

2. The government should set up a process immediately to identify all such cases of suicide in 

the state due to agriculture as well as other deaths related to agriculture. 

3. All the families we visited definitely require a lot of support to rebuild their lives. The 

farmers who have committed suicide did so as they thought that it was impossible to settle 

their loans and lead a life with dignity. But unfortunately, their suicides have now shifted the 

entire burden to their wife, brothers, sisters and children who are younger and in most cases 

less skilled. Hence we kindly request the state government to provide the families of all 

farmers who have committed suicide in Tamil Nadu due to agriculture issues with a suitable 

relief and rehabilitation package. Apart from this, the government should also seriously 

consider ways of support to sustain their family in the long run. 

4. Apart from suicides, the government should also take into consideration other kinds of 

death that have been happening in the farming families due to agriculture issues and also 

provide them with a suitable relief package. Both the farmers Idumpayyan and Samiappan 

were worried about the failing crop before they had heart attacks. Government should 

compensate all such families suitably. 
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5. The media and other organizations must also refrain from misquoting nature of deaths and 

should talk and enquire with the family members directly before putting up such news. This 

will help all of us in raising such issues with more credibility and could help solve such issues 

faster 

6. The fact that most of them had to borrow inorder to cultivate crop from moneylenders at 

high rate of interest tells us about the deeper crisis in agriculture where one cannot even put 

in his own savings after doing agriculture for many years. Also, none of them had accessed a 

bank loan for agriculture. The Government has to look at the deeper symptoms and take up 

more sustained initiatives that would benefit small, marginal and tenancy farmers directly. 

7. Owning land should not be considered a criterion for benefits rendered to a farmer 

including cooperative society loans for crop cultivation. Anyone who cultivates should be 

eligible for all benefits. In many cases, even farmers who own land did not have the land 

registered in their name. Tenancy farmers should be treated on par with land owning farmers 

for any benefits given. All the tenancy farmers should also be given farmer card. 

8. The state should also look at devising and providing better crop insurance policies that 

calculates crop losses at individual farmer level/ atleast village level in case of damages due 

to drought, winds and floods as none of the farmers whose crops got affected by Cyclone 

Nilam and rains were compensated 
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