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Police brutality and violence in settlements around Marina 

                               on 23rd  January 2017 

                                                                                                                                           Chennai, 

                                                                                                                                        25-01-2017 

Since January 17th across Tamilnadu, a peaceful non-violent struggle by students began, 

drawing the attention of the state and central governments to bring forward an appropriate 

legislation for the conduct of Jallikattu permanently every year without hindrance. The protests 

which began with a small group, rapidly drew support from the student community with the 

convergence of thousands of youth, students ,young professionals from the IT sector and 

woman across Tamilnadu drawn purely through social media networking . 

In Chennai ,Marina Beach became the venue for the mass moblisation of students so much so 

that comparison were made of popular protest movements across the globe like Tiananmen 

Square, Occupy Wall Street, Cairo movement in Egypt. A dawn to dusk bandh in support of the 

students demand was observed on 20th January across Tamilnadu.This development 

necessitated in the Chief Minister of Tamilnadu Mr. O.Paneerselvam rushing to New Delhi and 

impressing on the Prime Minister to bring forward an appropriate legislation. An ordinance was 

promulgated by the Governor of Tamilnadu on 21st January to bring appropriate amendments 

to the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA Act of 1960). 

Armed with the ordinance, the Chief Minister declared that he would personally inaugurate the 

Jallikattu at Alanganallur Village in Madurai District on 22nd January. However the students and 

local villagers refused to let the Chief Minister to conduct the event and was forced to return to 

Chennai. 

Police Crackdown on peaceful protestors across Tamilnadu.  

The dawn of January 23rd saw the forcible eviction of protestors by the police from Marina in 

Chennai and from other cities Coimbatore, Madurai, Salem, Vellore, Pudukottai including the 

village of Alanganallur. With defiant protestors refusing to move till all their demands are met, 

the police began to let loose repression and brutality on the peaceful protestors by beating 

them up mercilessly with their lathis. By noon police started throwing tear gas shells to disperse 

the protestors. Visuals showing police setting fire to vehicles emerged. A large number of 

students who had parked their bikes in Marina found that the police had damaged their 

vehicles or set them on fire. 

Around this time, the Tamilnadu assembly which began its session on Jan23rd with the 

Governor's address, later declared that the assembly was being convened urgently to meet at 
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5p.m to pass the bill replacing the ordinance. The assembly late in the evening  passed the bill 

unanimously amending provisions of the PCA Act of 1960. 

Police brutality and violence in settlements around Marina and Ice House areas on  23rd 

January 2017. 

A team of human rights activists: Prof A. Marx, Prof Sivakumar, V. Srinivasan, Prof 

M.Thirumavalavan, Dr J.Gangatharan, Prof G. Karthik, Natraj, Periyar Sitthan and  Ahmad 

Rizwan visited the following areas on January 24th from 10 a.m until 7 p.m after large scale 

violence and brutality by police on January 23rd was brought to their notice.  

The team members initially visited the Ice House area where miscreants are reported to have 

set fire the seized vehicles two wheelers etc kept within the premises of Ice House Police 

Station. 

Later the areas visited were 1) Nadukuppam- a fishing settlement , 2) Rutharpuram-  a Dalit 

settlement near AmbedkarPalam and opposite Citi Centre 3) Meenambalpuram-a dalit 

settlement near AmbedkarPallam and opposite Citi Centre 4)Venkatarangam Pillai street and 

Canal Street 5) Munuswamy Nagar 6) Hanumanthapuram and 7) Rotary Nagar. 

The fact finding team members found that at; 

1. Nadukuppam- a fishing settlement the woman and youngsters were beaten up by the police, 

their houses were ransacked, TV sets and doors were broken, the fish market was set on fire by 

the woman police and fish and prawns worth lakhs of rupees were destroyed causing loss of 

livelihood to a large number of woman fish vendors. Vehicles including motor bikes ,cars were 

damaged and a Scorpio was completely gutted as the police are alleged to have thrown a 

flammable substance in powder form, (Phosphorous) on the parked vehicles. Most of the 

woman and men in anguish reported that Nadukuppam was the birth place of Singaravelar and 

they have not witnessed such large scale brutality and violence by the police especially by the 

woman police who not only hit them and abused them but also set the fish market on fire.. The 

residents added that all of this was done on them as the injured students from Marina ran and 

sought protection, water and first aid at Nadukuppam for the injuries sustained after their 

forcible eviction from marina by the police. 

2. Rutharpuram near AmbedkarPalam- The residents reported that vehicles parked at the 

entrance of their settlement were burnt by the police which included around 6 Autos,8 bikes ,2 

Cycle and 1 sofaset.They added that the woman police abused them and asking them as to why 

their son's and daughter are sent to the beach. Gnanammal  a resident informed that around 

100 of them marched and sat near Citi Centre and shouted slogans 'Don't beat our students'. All 
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of a sudden a large group of policemen came in a vehicle armed with stones and bottles and 

began hitting us. Then they set fire to the vehicles. 

3. Meenambalpuram near AmbedkarPalam-  Sivakami w/o Dinakaran 33 yrs informed that her 

son Kirubakaran aged 18 yrs and doing +2 in Lady Wellington School was picked up from the 

house and beaten up. He was later taken to the station and again beaten up. His hands were 

swollen. After informing me that he would be released they arrested and remanded him to 

Puzhal Jail. 

 Added Geetha w/o Ramesh' My husband is 45 yrs old and works with the conservancy firm 

Ramky as a sweeper. He was returning home after work and was brutally beaten up by the 

police. 

Porkodi w/o Velu and aged 35 yrs said that she went out in search of her son. A lady constable 

caught me  and brutally assaulted me leaving my left hand completely damaged. 

Tamilarasi w/o Late Barathi and aged 40 yrs informed that the police entered her house and 

tore the sari she was wearing. 

Kantha w/o Kuppan aged 60 yrs said that the police broke the door of her house and damaged 

their motorbike. They even started calling out at people who were in bathrooms to come out 

immediately. 

4. Venkatarangan Pillai Street -Canal Street. 

Women informed that they were watching the police chase the protestors. All of a sudden they 

started chasing us and threatened us. Later around 100 women went and protested. The police 

then began to abuse us. 

Added Palani aged 58 yrs and working at the Fisheries Corporation. There was terror unleashed 

on all of us. Women and girls were abused. It was complete terror let loose by the police. 

5. Munuswamy Nagar 

Devi w/o of Raji 36 yrs informed that her husband who was a painter and was at home was 

beaten up. She added that students came running into our area on being chased and to escape 

from the lathis of the police. They then started beating all of us who were not at all involved. 

One of the policeman snatched a 5 sovereign gold chain from a woman in our area and in spite 

of her pleadings did not return it. 

6.Hanumanthapuram- Canal Street 
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Karthik aged 35 yrs Auto Driver lamented that he had not gone to work and his auto was parked 

outside his house. The police entered his house rained blows all over him causing extensive 

injuries and while leaving damaged his auto. If i get to work only can my family with 2 children 

survive  and i do not know how long will it take for me to recover as also the means to repair 

my auto. 

Thanigavel aged 33yrs Construction Labour showed the team members the bruises all over his 

body and on his legs. He added that the police after beating them up bundled them into a 

police van and took them to Lady Willington School where they were beaten up again. From 

there they were taken to another place and again beaten up. Finally at night around 10 of us 

were thrown into a burial ground. We then managed to call our family members who then 

rushed and admitted us in hospitals. 

7.Rotary Nagar  The team members were informed by a large group of women that the police 

abused them in foul language and twisted ours arms. One or two of them have their arms 

fractured. All violence on us was unleashed by the women police. 

The Fact Finding team also met the Deputy Commissioner of Police Mr V.Balakrishnan I.P.S . He 

informed that as he was present in the Marina ,he did not knew of the incidents happening 

around the settlements on the western side of Marina. He added that if proof is submitted on 

the police excesses action will be initiated against the erring police man and women police. 

The fact finding team observation and findings based on interaction with the residents in the 

above mentioned settlements around Marina; 

1.Why did the Tamilnadu government maintain secrecy and did not make any attempt to share 

the contents of the ordinance with the agitating protestors at Marina. 

2.Why were schools and colleges asked to reopen on 23rd (Monday) and then asked to abruptly 

shut by afternoon with public transport also withdrawn, forcing parents to  rescue their 

children and putting citizens lives at risk amidst violence that rocked parts of chennai city. 

3.Why did the Chief Minister failed to talk to the agitating protestors and dispel their concerns. 

4.All the woman residents  met reported about the large scale violence and terror indulged by 

the woman police. 

Recommendations 

1. A judicial enquiry should be instituted to go into the terror and violence unleashed by the 

police around the fishing and dalit settlements around Marina. 
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2. The government through the Fisheries Department must immediately  build a fire proof 

building  for the fish market at Nadukuppam. 

3. The government through the Fisheries Department must provide a minimum amount of Rs 

25,000 immediately as interim compensation pending assessment by the Fisheries Department, 

to all the fish vendors of Nadukuppam for loss of livelihood . 

4.The government must assess the loss in the fisher and dalit settlements , of household articles 

including damages to doors, vehicles  in all the above mentioned settlements around Marina 

and provide compensation immediately. 

5. The government must unconditionally release all of those arrested and remanded and 

withdraw cases filed against them immediately. 

6. All the police officials including senior police officials who gave orders, supervised and 

executed must be put on compulsory wait  till the judicial enquiry into the police excesses at 

marina is completed. Similarly all the policemen  and women police who indulged in arson and 

violence must be suspended until the judicial enquiry is completed. 

7. A sensitization programme for all police personnel including women police on peaceful and 

non violent resolution of conflicts  should be initiated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact: A.Marx, 3/5,First cross St, Sastri Nagar, Adyar, Chennai-20, Cell:9444120582 
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