
Ireland :  
 
A petition with more than 150 signatures signed by British and Irish Trade Unionists was handed 
into the Indian Embassy in London today (4th April 2017). 
The Petition is calling for the immediate release of the 13 Maruti Workers sentenced to life 
imprisonment. 
John Sweeney, a spokesperson for the group said “we are planning to get Trade Union 
Members to protest outside Parliament at a later date”. 
He further added: “This is a complete miscarriage of justice based upon the fallibility of 
eyewitness evidence, police corruption and a Government determined to deny Workers their 
right to organise independent trade Unions". 
 
In addition, Solidarity messages poured in from various parts of the world, SI Cobas Automotive 
union in Italy,  LAB, which is a trade union in Basque country, Spain , CGT in France , KCTU in 
South Korea and Zenoren in Japan.   
 
 
Letter from Hong Kong, Asia Monitor Resource Centre :  
 
This is a letter of greetings from fellow workers and labour movements across Asia! Please find 
attached our joint statement to support your struggle. 
We are with you all the way in your struggle against the brutality of state and greedy company. 
We send you all our comradely solidarity to your struggle, despite brutal state repression. Your 
determination is an inspiration for workers militants all over the world and for us. We ardently 
follow your heroic struggle for a better life. Your cause is our cause, and we will prevail. 
Forward, to victory brave fighters. 
We will continue spreading the spark of your fight across the region and beyond. 
In profound solidarity, 
Long Live Workers Struggle! 
Long Live International Solidarity! 
Justice will be done! 
 
 
Letter from International union network of solidarity , Brazil :  
 
The International Union Network of Solidarity and Struggle expresses its support for the 13 
prisoners of Maruti, charged and sentenced to life imprisonment by the Indian courts. 
They were all activists and leaders of numerous workers' mobilizations that resulted in the 
founding of the Maruti-Suzuki Workers' Union at the main Indian car factory in Manesar 
(Haryana). 
The reaction of the Maruti-Suzuki employers is based on false accusations about a fire that 
occurred at the plant on July 18, 2012. In addition to firing 2,300 workers, 13 leaders were 
brought to trial and found guilty. 
- The attack on one is an attack on all! 
- Against the criminalization of trade union struggles! 
- For the reinstatement of all 2,300 workers! 
- Undo the accusations! 
- Release the 13 prisoners of Maruti now! 
 
In solidarity, 
Herbert Claros da Silva 



CSP-Conlutas - Brasil 
International Union Network of Solidarity and Struggle 
 
 
 
The solidarity message from Italy  :  
 
Dear fellow Maruti-Suzuki workers, 
We have learned about the attacks and the incredibly harsh convictions against your union’s 
leaders and militant members by the Maruti Suzuki Company, government, police and the 
judiciary. 
We express our full solidarity and support, and are informing our members (not few of them 
from India). 
Our union SI Cobas, which is organizing workers mainly in the logistics sector – mostly 
immigrant workers from all around the world – is also under constant attack by the bosses and 
the government, with hundreds of workers being dismissed after striking or simply because they 
have joined our union, and continual attacks to our pickets by the police. 
In spite of this, we are not relenting our struggles, with almost daily strikes and increasing 
numbers of workers are joining our union, to defend their conditions through struggle. 
In the automobile sector 5 of our members, workers at the Pomigliano FCA plant, have been 
dismissed three years ago because of their protests against discriminatory restructuring; finally 
six months ago the court of Naples has ordered their reinstatement, but the company is refusing 
to put them back to work. 
SI Cobas, which supports the International Automotive Workers Coordination in its effort to unite 
workers and their struggles worldwide, will do its best to foster closer ties between militant 
unions in all countries, for their freedom of organization and struggle, better working and living 
conditions, and in support to the struggle to put an end to the present system of wage slavery 
and class exploitation. 
Yours in struggle 
For the SI Cobas Executive Committee 
Roberto Luzzi" 
 
Solidarity message from the Basque Country, Spain :  
 
 
LAB, Basque trade union from the Basque Country, wants to send a solidarity message to all 
imprisoned Maruti-Suzuki-Workers, and to all people in a struggle against the injustice of the 
arrest of these 13 trade unionists, in the International Days of Protest on 4th and 5th of April.” 
 
 
 
Solidarity message from a joint platform of trade unions in India, France, Japan and 
South Korea :  
 
We strongly condemn the 18 March 2017 decision of the Gurgaon Sessions Court in Haryana, 
India for convicting 13 workers – 12 of whom were elected trade union officers – of conspiracy 
and murder sentencing them to life imprisonment for the incident on 18 July 2012 at global auto 
company Maruti-Suzuki India Limited (India subsidiary of Suzuki Motor Corp). 
The incident of 18 July 2012, in which a manager of the company lost his life, at Maruti-Suzuki’s 
Manesar works was orchestrated by the Maruti-Suzuki management to suppress a trade union 
of the workers choice. For over a year the workers had been trying to form a trade union of their 



choosing. In the face of dismissals and other forms of victimisation of union officers, the workers 
went on to form their own but still the Maruti-Suzuki management, with the active support of 
government, refused to negotiate with the union on their just demands for increased wages, 
better working conditions and most of all the right to permanent employment for contract 
workers. These actions of the Maruti-Suzuki management, and the inaction of the government, 
were in violation of both Indian law as also of ILO conventions. 
In the days after the incident the police arrested 148 workers each of who has served a jail term 
of 31 months or more. Alongside, Maruti-Suzuki unilaterally fired 546 permanent workers and 
over 1,700 contract workers. 
Last month’s judgement has come after a four-and-a-half year trial and is devoid of any material 
evidence. The judgement accepts that the criminal investigation carried out by the local police 
was poor and inadequate. The judgement merely reiterates the version of the Maruti-Suzuki 
management. 
This judgement undermines democratic rights and the rule of law in India. The judgement 
amounts to an attack on trade union rights and freedoms in India. 
We, join our forces on 4 and 5 April 2017, through actions at our workplaces, the factories and 
offices of Suzuki and at offices of India’s government and its embassies and consulates, in 
solidarity with the 13 convicted comrades and all workers of Maruti-Suzuki and members of 
Maruti-Suzuki Workers’ Union through a worldwide protest demanding that: 
The Government of the State of Haryana withdraw its prosecution in the Maruti-Suzuki case 
immediately and ensure the immediate release of the 13 workers, 
Maruti-Suzuki India Limited reinstate all 2300 workers dismissed in July-August 2012 and 
The Government of India ensure the protection of trade union and democratic rights under 
Indian law and international covenants 
CGT , France  
KCTU South Korea  
NTUI India 
Zenronen Japan 
 


